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Redesign of the Handel House using HI-MACS®, the material of the future

The Baroque enters the 21st century with acrylic stone

o

The legendary composer Georg Friedrich Handel now has a permanent exhibition dedicated
to his musical legacy in his birth town of Halle an der Saale. This was recently refurbished by
the Berlin based architects Gerhards & Gluecker, who choose the new generation solid
surface material HI-MACS® in Arctic White to add both gravitas and panache to the project.

If one attempts to display the work of a composer like Georg Friedrich Handel one must
first answer a question - what intangible material will represent the music? "We want the
immateriality of music to respond in physical reality with the immateriality of light and
shadow", say the architects. Light and shadow play an important role in the architecture of
the Baroque period: the stylish plasticity of this era lives through this interplay.

The exhibition architecture focuses on the typology and atmosphere of the Baroque house —
transported to the here and now. The museum design is sensitive to the small-scale
structure of the House and enters into a creative dialogue with it. The dominant stylistic
device of the Baroque, the play of light and shadow, has been reinterpreted through the use
of the HI-MACS ® solid-surface material. The themed room "Under the Arcadian Sun" is
exemplary of this skilful implementation. Handel’s four-year sojourn in Italy and the intimate
pieces of chamber music that he wrote during this period are here symbolised through a
delicate arch construction made of HI-MACS®. A floral pattern, whose precise perforation
appears to be playful, has been milled in acrylic stone by the manufacturer M6bel Damm,
trained by Klopfer Surfaces, the distribution partner of HI-MACS®. This ‘curved pergola’, as
it is referred to by the architects, stands detached from the walls in the room, so that it casts
shadows and contains interactive items documenting the life of the artist. The interpretation
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of Barogque ornamentation in the architectural language of the 21 century allows itself to be
skilfully realised through the selection of the modern material. Because HI-MACS® uses its
universal properties - such as optical seamless processing, thermoforming, simple
processing, robustness coupled with a warm feel and, last but not least, the clean and
simple milling — to enable a new interpretation of Baroque aesthetics.

Instead of the usual
chronological layout, thematic
focal points also integrate the
other exhibition rooms and
provide visitors with an exciting
approach to the life of the
composer. In order to guide the
main focus onto the exhibits
visually, the architects
superimpose only the colour
HI-MACS® Arctic white and
have all fittings and
presentational elements made
of the solid-surface material.
They create such spaces, where classic presentational elements such as frames, pedestals,
tables, show-cases and display cabinets are combined with interactive elements to create
complex and harmonious spatial images.
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Only the exhibition room which focuses on Handel's time in London deviates from the
concept. Here the walls and floor are a light gray and original wood furnishings decorate the
room. This conscious contrast calls attention to Handel as a composer and entrepreneur,
master of the English oratorio and citizen of the world. The harpsichord on display stands
raised atop a white pedestal made of HI-MACS®.

Their concept of an outstanding architectural design for exhibitions has brought success to
the architects, as evidenced by the multiple awards for work, including famous prizes such
as the iF communication design award (2010), best architects (2011), DDC Gute Gestaltung
[DDC Good Design] (2011) and the nomination for the German Design Award (2012).
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT

Location: Halle an der Saale, Germany

Design: Gerhards & Gluecker, Berlin

Fabrication: Mébel Damm - Kl6pfer Surfaces

Material: HI-MACS® Arctic White (S06); www.himacs.eu
Photo credits: ©Werner Huthmacher
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WHAT IS HI-MACS®?

A new generation acrylic stone, HI-MACS® is a material that is designed and produced by LG HAUSYS, a world
leader in the technology sector, and distributed by LG HAUSYS EUROPE, based in Geneva (Switzerland).

Due to its thermoformable properties, its wide range of colours, its translucency and the invisible joins, HI-
MACS® is able to provide an infinite number of designs and exclusive finishings. Moreover, this material can be

worked as easily as wood as it is easy to handle and to cut.

As regards hygiene, HI-MACS® does not absorb humidity and is highly resistant to stains. Its smooth and non-
porous surface means that it is not penetrated by liquids. Completely sterile, this material is easy to clean and to

repair: small scratches can be removed simply by using a sponge or a soft cloth.

Unlike other similar materials on the market, HI-MACS® is the only Solid Surface to enjoy official European
Technical Approval (ETA) for facades — for Alpine White S728 colour — which was awarded by the European
Organisation for Technical Approvals (EOTA).

During the manufacturing process, HI-MACS® is heated to very high temperatures by means of an advanced
firing heat treatment. This procedure makes HI-MACS?® different from other types of acrylic stone, giving it better
uniformity and making it more resistant to shocks and UV rays.

Acrylic stone provides infinite possibilities for personalised designs and inspires professionals from all over the
world. Zaha Hadid, Jean Nouvel, Rafael Moneo, Karim Rashid and David Chipperfield, among others, have
completed fabulous projects using HI-MACS®, from kitchens to bathrooms, including decorative items, in hotels

as well as in museums, shopping centres and on external facades.

HI-MACS® is available in around 100 different colours in various ranges; Solids, Granite, Sand, Pearl & Quartz,
Volcanics, Lucent, Eden, Galaxy and Marmo, in different thicknesses of 3, 6, 9 and 12 mm, depending on the
shade. HI-MACS® holds a number of international certifications with regard to the environment, hygiene and fire
resistance, such as 1SO 9001 and 14001, Greenguard, NSF, LGA and IMO MED certification (Modules B and
D), among others.

HI-MACS® stands out for its excellent quality service, guaranteed by its Quality Club programme, consisting of a
network of expert manufacturers and approved distributors across Europe. HI-MACS® offers the longest
guarantee service on the market: 15 years.

For more information:
www.himacs.eu

HI-MACS® The New Generation
Inspired by Architecture

You can take advantage of the HI-MACS® newsletter and Press service to upload all your press releases and

visuals of your latest news.
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